In the centuries following the Protestant Reformation, religion was a point of contention between Catholic and Protestant nations. These contentions are reflected in literature that was produced during colonial disputes between opposing Catholic and Protestant imperial regimes. Academics including Johnathan Clark have described the significance of religion in times of warfare, in spurring the support of the masses and providing a rallying cry for troops. Scholars that study 18 th -century conflicts in North America, including the Seven Years' War, often do not consider the significance of religious affiliations in this age of empire. Despite this lack of attention, in the years leading up to and including the Seven Years' War, British North American settlers employed anti-Catholic rhetoric to demonize their French Catholic neighbours to the north. This article considers published letters, sermons, and legislation from the mid-to late-18 th century in order to describe how terms including "papist" and "catholic" became synonymous with "French" in the North American context. These texts suggest that the Seven Years' War was conceived as divinely ordained and justified by British settlers as the defense of Protestantism in North America. Protestant denominations overlooked the differences that had historically divided them in the face of this common French Catholic "enemy."
These perceptions explain how the term "anti-papist" became synonymous with "anti-French" sentiment in the eighteenth century. Anti-papistry was central to North American Protestantism as it became a rallying cry for British colonists. 15 In Israel's Triumph, David Hall said that it was "in the name of our God we will set up our banners." 16 18. Cater, "A 'Traiterous Religion,'" 61.
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Some Thoughts upon America and upon the Danger from Roman
Catholicks There (London: n. p., 1739). being friends with British Protestants, were not the intended targets of these writings. 32 The author argued that it was unfair to condemn British Catholics with anti-papal publications because they were not a threat to the sovereign monarch. He felt it was necessary to distinguish that he was neither a "Frenchman nor a Spaniard, but a true sincere Englishman," in order to distinguish British Catholics from Catholics abroad. 33 The letter was written just before a Jacobite Uprising, which was brewing in this period . 34 The author made his loyalties clear: it fell first to the Crown, then to the Pope. He suggested that if the Pope himself invaded England, he would "kneel down to kiss his Toe… then rise up and shoot him through the Head."
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In Britain the primary concern of anti-papists was Catholic claimants to the English throne. In the colonies, the main concern was that Catholics "condemned all Protestants as heretics and thus would not honor [sic] British colonies in North America attempted to secure themselves against the perceived French-Catholic threat by passing anti-papal legislation. An example of this anti-papal legislation exists in Maryland's 1754 bill, "An Act for the Security of his Majesty's Dominion, and to prevent the Growth of Popery within this Province," which called for the restriction of the Catholic faith in the colony. Under the bill, Catholics were not allowed to practice their faith publicly because Catholicism had the potential to pervert "many of his Majesty's dutiful Protestant subjects to Popery" if practiced openly.
39 If "Popery" were allowed to spread, 
